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to be a good pleader under the code practice, but that the 
ignorant and learned, the charlatan and the lawyer are on a 
footing. The author has expressed this thought, to which 
we wish to lend the weight of our conversion and conviction, 
wfth such felicity in his preface that we venture to quote from 
it again : " It is more necessary than before for the pleader to 
be a good and careful lawyer; also, that he should be able to 
write good English. His knowledge must be substantial and 
in studying his statement he studies his case. He must know 
what issuable facts will constitute a cause of action and must 
put there nothing else. One who becomes thoroughly familiar 
with the principles illustrated in this work cannot but become 
a good pleader — that is, if he understands his case." 

We have addressed ourselves principally to the scientific 
import of the book for the consideration of the profession in 
"common law States" as a working tool in "Code States." 
The book is a good one. 

The subject-matter is well marshalled, the broad underlying 
principles are sought for, explained, demonstrated. Sufficient, 
authorities are cited. The writer evidences that his learning 
on the subject and science of pleading is broad and deep. 
The style is clear and forcible. Due attention has been paid 
to table of contents, table of cases and index, all of which are 
always of commanding importance. The make-up of the 
book is good ; so also are its matter, method and manner, and 
we believe it must continue to command respect and attention. 

E. P. Allinson. 



Handbook of the Law of Contracts. By Wm. L. Clark, 
Jr. Hornbook Series. St. Paul, Minn.: West Publishing 
Co., pp. 923. Price, #3.75. 

This is one of the new series of attractive text-books 
issued by the West Publishing Co., under the name of the 
" Hornbook Series." The reason for the name of the series 
lies in the fact that the well established general propositions of 
law are printed at the head of each section in bold black-letter 
type. The present volume contains three hundred and 
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eighteen propositions of hornbook law printed in bold type. 
Following the introductory statement in each section is a full 
and adequate discussion of the law, printed in more modest 
type. The general propositions are stated with great concise- 
ness and clearness. An illegal combination among dealers is 
thus admirably descried : "A combination between dealers 
in a necessary commodity to control and enhance the price by 
preventing competition in the sale thereof, or by decreasing 
the production, or by withholding it from the market, or by 
other illegitimate means, is contrary to public policy." 

Not only is the " hornbook " law well and clearly stated, 
but the literary style of the general discussion under each 
proposition is much above the average of the ordinary legal 
text-book. The author has well digested his material and in 
consequence is able to write with - great freedom and grace. 
The book is an interesting one to read, which is more than can 
be said of most of the modern legal mosaics, which the prac- 
titioner is obliged to use in his daily work. 

The author amply supports his propositions of law by ap- 
propriate citations. He states that 10,000 cases have been 
cited, and that every one of them has been personally 
examined, and cited because in point — "not because it has 
been cited by some other writer, or in some other case, or 
because it is found in the digests." This, of course, is the 
proper spirit in which to cite cases, and is worthy of all emu- 
lation. The book is well printed and well made, and is a 
worthy addition to the series of which it forms a part. 

A. B. Weimer. 



A Review in Law and Equity for Law Students. By 
George E. Gardner, of the Massachusetts Bar. New 
York: Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1895. 299 pages. 

This little book is primarily designed for students who are 
making their final preparations for admission to the Bar. It 
contains the time honored definitions which it is proper for 
every student to master, no difference how well he may be 
grounded in principles, and able to frame definitions for him- 



